Why a Special Issue on Canada?
In Constitutional Odyssey: Can Canadians Become a Sovereign People? I , Peter Russell (1992) describes Canada's long march to the "patriation" II of the constitution, the dramatic failure of the Meech Lake and Charlottetown Accords, and the difficulty of reconciling Quebec with the rest of the country since the sovereignty-association referendum in 1980. For Russell, Canada's turbulent "constitutional odyssey" derives from its Burkean, not
Lockean, culture of constitutionalism. With some noteworthy exceptions including patriation itself, Canadian political actors, Russell explains, have favoured incremental adjustments to their constitutional arrangements rather than a Lockean democratic moment in which a nation is forged and a people is created. In Russell's analysis, Canada is a nation of nations, home to dissimilar peoples for whom the idea of an American-style sense of collective peoplehood is perhaps neither a priority nor even a possibility. And yet Canada remains today and for the foreseeable future a peaceful and prosperous liberal democracy whose Constitution Act, 1867, now 150 years old as of 2017, has become a model for the modern world.
The Constitution of Canada has exerted considerable influence on other countries, particularly since the coming into force of its Constitution Act, 1982, which included the celebrated Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Just as Canada drew from foreign and international experiences in drafting its Charter, the world has learned a great deal from Canada, not only as to rights protections but also as to the separation of powers, the judicial function, and the structure of government. Canada, it turns out, exports much more than only hockey players and peacekeepers.
In this spirit, we organized an international symposium on the Canadian Constitution. Ed -IV from all perspectives, including both critical and praiseworthy, to present papers on a wide- 
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The What follows, then, is a fascinating, provocative and timely set of articles that raise important questions about, raise useful critiques of and where appropriate bring a certain amount of praise to the Constitution Act, 1867 as it marks its Sesquicentennial. We can only hope that the Canadian Constitution will continue to be a source of learning and inspiration in the years ahead. 
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